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From the Head of School,
Erin Hayes
New Beginnings

Take a little time each week to
reflect on your child’s growing
independence and
responsibility.

Selkirk Montessori
School E-Newsletter

It always seems so strange to
be thinking of a “new year” in
the middle of a school year.
I do so enjoy the second term.
At this time of year, most have
completely settled in, everyone
is happily engaged in their
routines and clear about
expectations. Communication
is open and positive energy is
high. The momentum is almost
tangible.
January begins full of growth the level of independence and
responsibility increasing,
student mastery of the
curriculum developing, work
habits becoming more refined,
and peer relationships
strengthen as together they
engage in the most challenging
curriculum they have
encountered thus far.
This is the time when teachers
grow as much as the students;
they can get creative, stretching
they way the address the
curriculum.

Acknowledge the little
changes you see, from walking
up to the classroom on their
own to talking to others about
their thoughts and feelings.
Ask your child what makes
them feel successful and what
skills they have mastered on
their way to these successes.
Later, the skills can be the
basis of problem solving
around new situations that may
arise.
We welcome all families to
attend the Open House and
Transition Night, which will
be held virtually again, this
year. We have the exceptional
privilege (and occasional
challenge) of uniting three
schools under one roof. Our
Kindergarten Preschool,
Elementary, and Middle
School programs are all united
in their approach to education
through the Montessori
philosophy.
(cont’d on page 2)
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“What the new year
brings to you depends a
great deal on what you
bring to the new year.”
Vern McLellan

From the Head of School (cont’d)
Just as children mature and change, so do the
programs.
The Open House is a showcase of what your
child is currently doing, the transition portion
of the evening is an opportunity to see what
you might look forward to in the years to
come.
With each transition comes new
responsibilities and opportunities. Students are
able to take the skills and knowledge, both
academic and social, and take on the
challenges that come their way.
It is in their final years at Selkirk that the
students are able to take full ownership of their
Montessori education. Their many years of
practicing work habits and personal
responsibility come to fruition.

Students have an exceptional ability to
prepare for both short and long term work,
self-monitor and reflect, and set goals.
Because the students are prepared to handle it,
the Middle School program is one of
structured freedoms where the students can
exercise the habits of mind to explore the
curriculum at such a meaningful level.
Students are engaged in their learning at a
mature level in which they shape and structure
their experiences and learn to a depth of not
just understanding but of true “knowing.”
Students have a confidence to take risks and
ask big questions using higher level thinking
skills.
Despite the ever-present accommodations due
to COVID restrictions, there is much to
celebrate in learning together in this new year.

Quilted Ornament Sale
They sold out! 68 beautiful ornaments were crafted and sold for $816. There were
additional donations of $51, which brough the total to $868. Sam’s grandparents heard
how well she did and donated an additional $132.00 bringing the total to $1,000.
Including $200 from the
sale of Adie’s hand made
Christmas cards means they
raised a whopping $1,000
to donate to the Victoria
Sexual Assault Centre.
Congratulations to Phyfer,
Sam and Adie (pictured far
left) for making a
difference!
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Congratulations, Erin!
Congratulations to our own Head of School, Erin Hayes, on being appointed to represent the
Federation of Independent Schools Associations (FISA) on the Primary Program Framework
Revision Committee for Childcare BC.
This will include review and revision of the Early Learning Framework. The Framework
establishes a vision for respectfully living and learning together. It supports the rich early learning
experiences of children, provides a focal point for dialogue among British Columbians, and
creates a common language and greater understanding of the vital importance of early learning
for all young children.

The Early Learning Framework applies to all learning environments, from StrongStart BC
programs and primary classrooms to child care settings, preschools and other early childhood
development or child health programs. It also:
•
•
•
•
•

Supports dialogue and reflection on the importance of the development and learning of young
children
Guides early learning programs and activities
Encourages discussion with families about their child’s early learning
Shapes professional development
Creates a shared image of children to guide the promotion of early learning

The vision for year 10 of Childcare BC is all children and families will benefit from child care that
is:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open to every child and every family with inclusive care for children up to and including age
12 and higher where needed
The best start delivered by highly qualified professionals who have the training, knowledge,
skills and abilities to deliver high-quality, culturally safe and enriching settings aligned with
BC’s Early Learning Framework and ECE Code of Ethics
Affordable and well supported so that families pay no more than $10/day per child, or less for
lower-income families, for licensed care
Available and reliable with staff that receive appropriate pay and recognition to deliver a
service that families, communities and employers can depend on
Responsive and respectful to Indigenous jurisdiction over child care for Indigenous children
and families
Accessible and inclusive to children of all backgrounds and abilities

We know that Erin, with her work in early childhood, elementary/middle school and learning
support, is uniquely qualified to provide input to the committee. Erin, you make us proud!

Page 3

SELKIRK MONTESSORI SCHOOL E-NEWSLETTER

December 2021—Photo Gallery

The Hummingbirds walked
over to Selkirk Place to sing for
the residents and the grades 3-6
students sang carols in the
neighbourhood to spread some
holiday cheer this year.

Our Spirit Day in December
was Fancy Schmancy Day!
Many of the staff and students
got into the groove, wearing
vintage dresses, suits and ties,
spangles and glitz! We had
many a Disney princess arrive
at the door that day.

(continued on page 5)
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December 2021—Photo Gallery (cont’d)

FANCY
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SCHMANCY
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We Need Your Help!
The school is looking for parent volunteers to complete the grocery
shopping for our emergency bin this month.
We are asking for someone to go out to the wholesale stores and
obtain the large tins of food with the longest expiry date. You will be
reimbursed for the cost of the food.
Please touch base with Danielle
in the office: 250-384-3414 or
danielle@selkirkmontessori.ca.

Candy Jar Guess Success!
Thanks to everyone who made guesses for our candy
jar. There were a total of 316 guesses, and many were
very close to the total number of candies.
We would like to congratulate Isaac in the Cormorant
class for his guess of 289 candies. The total number of
candies in the jar was 292 so he was only 3 off.
The money raised from this event, along with the donation boxes in
your classrooms, will go to Our Place to help support people suffering
from homelessness and the Red Cross, to help
those families displaced by floods in BC.
Thank you for your support,
Izzy and Ben from the Leadership Class
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From the Pacific Montessori Society Board of Directors
As you know, one of our top priorities at
Selkirk Montessori is to deliver a quality
education in a cost efficient manner. Board
members are also mindful of the
significant contribution made by parents
and accordingly, we seek to keep fee
increases to a minimum.
In the December newsletter, we advised
you that the Board of Directors had
approved an increase in tuition, resulting in
the following fee adjustments:



Half Day Kindergarten/Preschool:
$7,538(an increase of $22/month)



Full Day Preschool: $12,575 (an
increase of $36/month



Full Day Kindergarten: $9,954 (an
increase of $29/month)



Elementary/Middle: $9,270 (an
increase of $27/month)

Once again, there have been no changes to
the before and after school care fees.
These tuition increases were voted in
specifically to continue to support our
valuable educators and staff, who are the
heart and soul of Selkirk Montessori. In
addition, in order to continue keeping on
top of our technology, we will be replacing
laptops and upgrading SmartBoards as
required.
Individual Student Fees have been adjusted
slightly for next year to reflect increases in
areas such as field trips, camps, etc.
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Middle School (Grades 5-8) families are
reminded that Individual Student Fees,
Outdoor Education and Out Trip fees have
now been combined rather than charged at
the time of the various events. Grade 5-8
fees also include an additional $60/child for
Immersion Week.
In the past, these year end and out trip fees
have been charged separately. Now you are
able to spread the cost of these over 10 or
12 months, depending on your payment
schedule.
The directors have also approved a reduced
COVID surcharge fee of $233/family. This
will help cover the costs of maintaining
some extra cleaning of our facility during
the day and spraying in the evenings to help
keep our students and staff safe and healthy.
With this new fee structure, we look
forward to being better able to plan and
provide enriching experiences for your
child’s education, COVID allowing.
The Family Statement of Commitment,
which you signed last year, is still in force.
We need the school, parent and child to
work together to develop a healthy respect
for the common expectations of the school
and to employ the resources deemed
necessary by the staff for the success of the
child.
Anybody with questions or concerns
regarding changes to the fee schedule, the
COVID surcharge or the Family Statement
of Commitment is encouraged to contact
Penny at penny@selkirkmontessori.ca.
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40th Anniversary

There is still time to make a donation to our 40th
Anniversary Fundraiser to install a labyrinth in
front of the school.
As you know, we plan to do the project in two
phases. The first phase is the preparation and
installation of the labyrinth. The estimated cost
for this phase is $30,000 and, thanks to your
generous donations, we have reached our first
goal! We had to make a few adjustments to the
design so permits have taken longer than we
hoped (no surprise there, right?), but we hope to
hear from Orca Masonry soon with good news
from the City of Victoria.
The second phase will include wooden benches
and plantings. The estimated cost for this phase is
$20,000 and we will complete it when the funds
are available.
Please go to the following link to make your
donation: 40th Anniversary. When you are
finished, a tax receipt will automatically be sent
to you. You are also welcome to e-transfer a
donation to accounting@selkirkmontessori.ca.
Help us celebrate our anniversary and make a
difference at Selkirk Montessori School!
Very special thanks to the following corporate
and individual donors for their support:

Jawl Properties
Adax Management (Kees van Linden Tol)
Selkirk Parent Group
Amabel De Lara and family
Dodd’s Furniture & Mattress
Shmunk Gatt Smith & Associates
Megson Fitzpatrick Insurance
Stan Garlick
Amandeep Pabla
Akomi Wellness Inc.
Catherine Scorey
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Adriana Alvear
Ah Shar Maya
Alicia & David Shively
Amalia Colussi
Amanda Provan
Amy Noonan
Anastasia Cyprus
Andrea Harbeck
Angie Bull
Angie Huang
Angus Forsyth
Arezoo Zamany
Barbara McDavid
Brenda Stoppell
Cara Jay
Carla Green
Carlo Castillo
Carmelle Hermoso
Catherine Gamroth
Catherine McClarty
Cheryl Brown
Cheyenne Perrin
Christine Block
David Coney
Derek Fedoryshyn
Derrick Newhook
Dr. Leachman Inc.
Erin Hayes
Ferdinand Castillo
Georgeann Glover
Jasmine Myhill-Jones
Jason Pires
Jean Thompson
Jennifer Simair
Jennifer Stewart
Jiang Tan
Joanne Kaban
Katherine Hellner
Jose Lim
Jody Levins
Jossie Lee
Julie Chamberlain
Karma Wolski
Kate McKenzie
Katherine Hellner
Kristin Fleming

Karl Pires
Katrina Lim
Kevin McGillivray
Lara Engst
Laila Pires
Lillian Barei
Linda Dombrowski
Lisbet Rygnestad
Lorena Miklenic
Lorien Hammond
Marcus Fedoruk
Rich Poulin
Mari Danice de Lara
Marie Sykes
Matthew Humphrey
Natasha Reed
Newhook Family
Nicole Pan
Novie Dodd
Paul Whittaker
Penny Barner
Rich Poulin
Richard Anthony
Sandra Martel
Sarah Pugh
Sarah van Toorn
Serena Pires
Simon Owen
Stella Castillo
Susan Eddy
Tanya Tan
Trevor Walker
Vivian Chenard
Wenlong Xu
Yongmei Chen
We have also
received a number
of anonymous
donations. You
know who you are!
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Bike Club

Jack, one of our grade four students was keen to start up a bike club last
term and Britney and Heidi have been good enough to take on the
supervision. The students have been going up to the bike park near
Burnside Gorge Community Association for the past few weeks.
Thanks for getting the ball — or should I say bike — rolling, Jack!
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Selkirk Parent Group (SPG)
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Registration for 2022-2023

Re-Registration
The Ministry of Education requires us to
collect registration forms for students each
year. As you know, by popular demand, reregistration is being done online via
Transparent Classroom this year. Please
check your email for a link to the reregistration package. Remember that space
is limited in a few of our programs and the
deadline is Monday, January 31st.
Siblings
If you are a returning family and have a new
sibling to enrol for the 2022-2023 school
year, please email Laura Bondar at
reception@selkirkmontessori.ca for a
separate new student registration link.
Again, the deadline for submission is
Monday, January 31st.
Bursaries
Families requiring a bursary for the 20222023 school year, please email
penny@selkirkmontessori.ca for the
application forms. This paperwork must
also be completed and returned by the
January 31st deadline to be considered this
year.
Waitlisted Children
We will be in touch with families on the
waitlist by mid to late February. Please be
patient...but don’t hesitate to contact us if
you are anxious! I am always happy to hear
from parents that they are still keen to get
their child(ren) enrolled.
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Not Returning
The decision to move a child from one
school to another is never an easy one;
however, for many reasons (religious
affiliation, finances, moving, convenience,
family history – just to name a few) you
may decide not to return to Selkirk for the
2022-2023 school year. We’ll be sorry to see
you go.
We ask that you let us know as soon as
possible. Your child will let us know if you
don’t; maybe not in so many words, but in
their own way, that they are not coming
back. It has been our experience that
children become confused when they are
told they are making a move. They wonder,
“Is Selkirk still my school? Is there any
reason to keep working hard here? Do I still
have to follow the rules of the school?”
We’ve even had children say to a teacher, “I
don’t have to listen to you because I’m not
coming back to this school.” You can
imagine the detrimental effect this can have
on your child’s education, especially as we
still have six months of school to get
through!
We want to ensure that your child’s
experience at Selkirk is a positive one, right
down to their last day of school. It’s a fact
of life that some of you will be leaving.
Come talk to us about making the transition
an easy one for your child, for their teachers
and for the school community as a whole.
If you have any questions about registration
for 2022-2023, please email me at
penny@selkirkmontessori.ca or call
250-384-3414.
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Winter Celebrations—Reflections and Memories
We are a wonderful, diverse and culturally
blessed community with families sharing their
celebrations and festivals from around the
world. I have collected a few reflections and
memories to share with you:

Our house and the neighbourhood would look
like some painting and I would take a few
pictures! As the wicks would burn out or oil in
them finish, I would go back to ensure them
burned till it was almost past my bedtime!
Novie Dodd

Diwali brought a lot of excitement to my
childhood home!
One of my most exciting memories of Diwali
was the process of preparing diyas for lighting
around the house on Diwali night!! Every year
my mum bought 101 handmade earthen diyas
— it must be a number she considered
auspicious! The diyas were dipped in water
overnight so that they were not too dry, else
they would soak up all the mustard oil that was
used to light them. They were pulled out of
soaking buckets in the morning of Diwali and
left out to dry during the day so they wouldn’t
be too wet, since that would make it impossible
to light a wick in them. It was a delicate
balance to achieve!
In the evening, just as it would start to get dark,
the process of filling up trays after trays of
diyas with mustard oil and a hand rolled cotton
wick would start. And then the lightning! My
especially favourite part was someone carrying
the large trays for me while I put out all the
diyas around the house, checking every few
steps to make sure they were equidistant and
the rows looked perfect!

Now that I have a family of my own, I have
LOADS of favourite memories from each year
of celebrating Hanukkah together.
But my memory from my own childhood is of
the warmth of our living room as we lit the
Hanukkiah each night, sang songs, and played
the dreidel game with smarties that melted in
our hands throughout the evening.
I remember the safe and secure and happy
feeling I had being with my family as the
flicker of the candles on the window sill
warmed our home.
During the past two years, we’ve been able to
celebrate with my parents in the UK, my mum,
grandmother and sister‘s family in Winnipeg,
and my other sister and her family here in
Victoria all at the same time because of
Zoom!
Now, my sisters and I - all in our 50s - are
lucky enough to still be able to be with our
childhood family (plus all of our lovely
children!) at the same time to light the candles
and sing songs.
(continued on page 13)
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Winter Celebrations—Reflections and Memories (cont’d)
We even play the dreidel game together with
chocolate coins! And although we can’t try
each other’s potato latkes over Zoom, we are
still able to eat yummy latkes together.
Kathy Hellner-Mestelman

The St. Lucia parade provided a specific
atmosphere, a feeling of warmth from all the
candle lights on this darkest day of the year,
bringing us all together in hope of brighter &
lighter days ahead.
A few years later, in grade 3, it was finally my
class’s turn to lead the parade of lights. This
was an event we had all looked forward to ever
since those daycare days.
Each girl got to take a turn wearing the lighted
crown and representing St. Lucia, which of
course was the most popular task. The parade
would allow for everyone watching to take a
small break from their schoolwork or whatever
they were doing. It would bring joy all through
the town; including at the municipal hall, the
seniors centre, the daycare as well as
throughout all the classrooms at our school.

Growing up in the countryside of Norway, I
have great childhood memories of the dark
December days leading up to Christmas Eve
each year. One of the memories I cherish the
most is from December 13, where we would
celebrate St. Lucia - the festival of light.
My first memory of this celebration was during
my first year at daycare. At age 5 I would not
know exactly what it was all about.
Nevertheless, it sure did make an impression on
me. A parade of singing children dressed in
white, led by a girl wearing a lighted crown,
slowly made their way through the room and
continued down the hallway to other
classrooms in the building. All the children
held a candlelight in their hands.
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At home people would bake
‘Lussekatter’ (Saffron buns) which have their
own story but had become a much enjoyed part
of the St Lucia celebrations as well.
As an adult I still cherish these childhood
memories and the celebrations of the festival of
light. Having moved to Canada and now being
a mother to two amazing children, things have
definitely changed. But I am still holding on to
my Scandinavian traditions and working on
passing them down to the kids.
This year we were busy baking ‘Lussekatter'
after dinner on the 13th while listening to the
traditional Lucia songs, lighting a candle in the
dark with hope and positivity to brighter days
in the new year ahead.
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Winter Celebrations—Reflections and Memories (cont’d)

In northern latitudes, Winter Solstice, which
begins on December 21 or 22, takes on special
significance because it signals the muchawaited return of the sun.
Much like the animals who hibernate, people
tend to “go to ground” in the winter and
Solstice is a time to gather with friends in a
festive but cozy way.
In Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, we celebrated
outside in large groups with friends and
families, bonfires, mulled wine, and hot cider.
Decorations were informal and included holly,
evergreen boughs, and dried fruits.
Celebrations lasted all day with events like
races, live music, story-telling, and arts and
crafts. Even though there were months of dark
winter yet to come, everyone was in highspirits because it was like a birthday party for
the sun.
Danielle Smith
Thanks to everyone who shared their festivals of light with me!
The only one missing was Kwanzaa. Kwanzaa is an annual

celebration of African-American culture that is held from
December 26 to January 1, culminating in a communal feast
called Karamu, usually held on the 6th day.

Our home was a hive of baking activity in
December in advance of many family
gatherings.
I'd sit on the counter while my Oma, one of
my aunts and my mother baked traditional
German cookies like Vanillekipferl (vanilla
almond crescents), and made marzipan fresh
from ground almonds.

When my other aunt couldn't make the trip
from Germany, she'd send a huge parcel full
of German treats including Linzer cookies and
a variety of gingerbread. I've watched and
learned how to make all of these German
treats along with English favourites including
shortbread and the all-American
snickerdoodle.
Christmas morning is for extra sticky
cinnamon buns, and most recently chocolate
and cinnamon Babka, which was my paternal
Grandmother's tradition, and now I'm trying
some of her Russian Doukhobor
favourites including pirahi, which are sweet
buns stuffed with fruit and served with butter
and sour cream."
Lara Perzoff
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2970 Jutland Road
Victoria, BC V8T 5K2
250-384-3414 (tel)
250-384-3420 (fax)
reception@selkirkmontessori.ca

We can make a difference.

www.selkirkmontessori.ca

Thanks to Nazima and the Selkirk Parent
Group for keeping the Angel Gift tradition
alive again this year. The need is so great! We
very much appreciate your contributions
toward these gifts, which were delivered to
Our Place before the winter break.

Dates to Remember







January 4th—First day back after
Winter Break
January 20th—Virtual Open House
(details to come)
January 31st—Re-registration
Deadline
February 14th—Jump Rope for
Heart
February 18—Non-Instructional
Day (no school for students)
February 21th—Family Day
Holiday
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Selkirk Montessori
School is located on the
traditional territories of
the Lək̓ʷəŋən people,
today known as the
Esquimalt and Songhees
Nations. We extend our
appreciation for the
opportunity to live and
learn on this territory.

