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From the Head of School,
Erin Hayes
A season of celebrations is upon
us. As with every school year,
children are celebrating the successes they enjoyed in the first
term of school . Teachers are celebrating the respectful relationships that are evolving and responsible behaviours being
demonstrated now that routines
and classroom expectations are
well established.

Our Selkirk ROCKS the Holidays
campaign will kick off on December 1st .
We hope that our bulletin board in
the front hall will inspire your
FAMILY to high LIGHT the way
they are GIVING back to your
community. Students will be encouraged to mark the acts of kindness they take part in this holiday
season by posting a class sticker to
our board to inspire each other.

As a parent what are you celebrating this year? Your child’s
perseverance? Their emerging
love of reading? The spark in
their eye as they share something
they are pretty sure you don’t
know about cultures around the
world, landforms, or body systems? We love to hear what experiences at school are sparking
dinner conversations at your
house or those special conversations that only seem to happen in
the car.

Let’s see how much warmth and
love Selkirk can send out to Victoria this December.
A great place to celebrate as a community is the annual Holiday Concert. Please join us on Friday, December 17th (via Zoom) to enjoy
the musical stylings of your beautiful children.
The staff would all like to wish you
and yours a restful break and a happy holiday season. We hope it is
full of festivity, family, and friends.

After this challenging year, we
want kids to reflect on all the
good that the community and
family bring to the world. We
know that however you choose to
celebrate, it will undoubtably include FAMILY, LIGHTS, and
GIVING.
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“Kindness is like
snow—it beautifies
everything it covers.”
Kahlil Gibran

Montessori Model United Nations (MMUN)
Hello Selkirk Families!
This year, the grade eights were given the unique opportunity to participate in MMUN, Montessori Model United Nations: a program
that aims to teach youth to interact globally to create solutions to
current world issues, using the same format as the United Nations.
Each year delegates (students) research their assigned countries and
topics to represent them during an international online conference
where they will interact with other youth who have been doing the
same. This year, our Selkirk students are representing South Korea,
South Sudan, Mauritania, Sierra Leone, and the Marshall Islands.
Since the beginning of October, the ten of us (delegates),
two to a country, have met once a week to discuss and collaborate on their topics. We could go in depth into all of the
topics and subtopics, but to keep it simple, here is a brief
overview. The majority of us have been assigned to the
Economic and Financial Committee, the Economic and Social Council, as well as the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Issues Committee. In pre-pandemic times, students
would go to the United Nations Headquarters in New York
City for a conference in which they would represent their
country in their respective topics. Due to Covid, this year's
conference will be hosted online, over Zoom. The aim of
the conference is to collaborate globally with other children
to come upon a resolution for each topic, which will then be
reviewed and considered by the UN.
Already, only two months in, we have learned and experienced so many things, with so many more to come.
We have learned about countries we never even knew existed and many facts about the ones we did. We all
have learned that countries are not all what they appear to be and how not everything meets the eye. One huge
thing that stood out to us is how much more funding is needed to be given to
countries in need. We are most excited about learning about problems and
issues outside of our country and ways we can contribute to helping overcome them.

This is what we do in MMUN and we hope you learned something about
this incredible program.
From,
Delegates Sadie and Izzy
https://montessori-mun.org/
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From the Pacific Montessori Society Board of Directors
Our Annual General Meeting was held at the school on Wednesday,
November 10th this year. We had a great turnout — in fact, a record!
Thanks to those of you who were able to take the time to Zoom with us.
At a meeting on November 30th, 2021, the directors approved tuition
increases of 3% across the board for school year 2022-2023, as well as a
COVID surcharge of $233/family to cover the cost of required extra daily
cleaning. The increase in tuitions was voted in specifically to continue to support our
valuable educators and staff, who are the heart and soul of Selkirk Montessori.
An updated schedule of fees will be available in January 2022. If you have any questions, please email penny@selkirkmontessori.ca.

Registration for 2022-2023
Returning Families/Siblings
Registration information will be emailed
to you in January.
As always, registrations are accepted on
a first-come, first-served basis, so it’s
important to get your completed registrations in as early as possible. There are a
limited number of spaces in some of our
programs, especially all-day Kindergarten, Preschool and Grades One to Four.
Deadline for re-registration is Monday,
January 31st
A non-refundable deposit of $400 per
child is required at the time of registration. This applies to both returning
students and new siblings.
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If you have any questions about space, reregistration, or the next step for your child,
please contact Penny in the office (250-3843414) or email penny@selkirkmontessori.ca.
Waitlisted Families
We won't have any firm answers about space
and numbers until at least the middle of February, but please don’t hesitate to email me at
penny@selkirkmontessori.ca to remind us how
keen you are!
We are hoping to have a version of our Open
House/Transition meeting
(likely virtual) which we will
tell you more about in
January.
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Remembrance Day Zoom Assembly

The Kingfisher students each researched a fallen solider, aviator or
sailor and created a ‘dog tag’ which
they hung around their necks. Then
they read their stories aloud. All the
stories were then posted on the bulletin
board in the hallway so other students
could remember them. Thanks to Gigi
for putting this tribute together.

The Cormorants and their little buddies in the Marmot class put
together a very moving Zoom ceremony of remembrance for our
school. Grade 6 students Florence and Thandiwe walked us
through the program, from the playing of Oh, Canada to the singing of our school song. Lest we forget.

Page 4

S E L KI R K M O N T E S S O R I S C H O O L E- N E W S L E T T E R

Remembrance Day Zoom Assembly (cont.)

Cormorant students read “In
Flanders Fields” and our Marmots told us what Peace meant
to them. One of our Owl students proudly wore her Girl
Guide uniform for the occasion.
We would like to recognize our special guest, Master Warrant Officer Brent
Richards, an infantry soldier with the Princess Patricia Light Infantry. Thanks
to grandparent, Barry Young, for playing the Last Post again this year. Finally,
thanks to our wonderful masters of ceremonies, Florence and Thandiwe.
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Looking Back Over 40 Years
by Catherine Scorey

Congratulations to the many people who have contributed to the successful 40 years of our
school. At this time, I am particularly thinking of the late Karen Colussi, the first administrator,
and feeling thankful for her vision and the beginnings that she and the first Board of Directors
worked so hard to establish. Since then, there have been many helpers along the way.
What inspired me to join the staff in 1985 was the warm and friendly atmosphere in the school,
the independence of the students, and the enthusiasm and dedication of the parents and staff.
Incredibly, most of the Montessori materials at that time were parent or teacher made. Threading all those golden beads must have been tedious, but the artisans involved seemed to be energized by such activities.
The old school, on the Oaklands School grounds, was a charming old building, with high ceilings, lots of light streaming through the huge windows, and lovely oak floors, but it had its difficulties. The only running water on the first floor were the drips coming through the roof on a
rainy day, caught by buckets suitably placed. The teachers lugged two buckets of water up the
stairs every morning for each class to use for hand washing. I remember when one preschooler
tripped and fell backwards into one such bucket, wedging himself into it so firmly, that the
teachers had difficulty pulling him out. The basement was truly a multi-purpose room. It was
used for such things as lunches, preschool naps, music, aikido, parent monthly meetings, inschool performances and special day celebrations, such as Mothers’ Day Teas, and Diwali
dances and food. I remember one parent meeting was attended by a little mouse running in
front of Karen as she welcomed everyone.
As our school grew, it became apparent that we needed a new building. Karen’s health was
failing as her cancer progressed, but we were fortunate that Penny Barner joined the school
when Emily began kindergarten, and then Penny became a board member and chair. Working
with David Colussi, her leadership and expertise in P. R. and finance guided us to secure a
mortgage for the proposed new building on the Selkirk Development Site, and she steered us
through the building process and the move.
(continued on next page)
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40th Anniversary (cont’d)
When we moved in, the following week, the special flooring in the gym had not yet arrived
from France and the third floor was completely unfinished, but the classrooms and other inside areas were all finished and looked wonderful. Money was tight, and difficult decisions
were made. We had lost some enrolment in the move, and we had to cut back on staff, and
teachers took a pay cut that first year.
Karen had called a meeting at her house of the teachers just a few days before she passed
away. She was dedicated to the success of the school to the end and gave us all instructions.
She explained that she wanted Penny to be the administrator, and I was to be the academic
head. This was a complete surprise to me, as I loved teaching. It was only after Penny gave
me one of her “persuasive talks” that I agreed to help us over the move till we found someone else. I retired ten years later, in 2008.
Working with Penny was a joy. She brought such enthusiasm, and expertise from outside of a
school setting, which was so valuable and refreshing. I was also teaching at this time, and we
would meet after school for tea and digestive biscuits and talk about the day and make plans
for the future. The staff were incredibly supportive, dedicated, and hard-working. I am very
grateful to have had such a special team supporting me and the school. They became good
friends, who are still supporting me to this day.
Over the years, I have enjoyed watching the children develop and grow. I love to hear what
they are doing and how they are today. Some chosen professions are surprising, and some
were obvious from a young age. I remember Kristen B. leading the preschool class with her
singing when she was only 3 years old. Several students have taught at the school, and several children of my early students have and do currently attend.
In forty years, our school has developed from a very modest beginning into one of the best
schools in Victoria. I wish everyone a Happy Anniversary Celebration, and best wishes for
the future.
Catherine joined our school as a teacher in 1985 and became our principal at Selkirk Montessori School from 1998-2008.

S E L KI R K M O N T E S S O R I S C H O O L E- N E W S L E T T E R
Page 7

Fundraising—40th Anniversary Labyrinth

There is still time to make a donation to our 40th
Anniversary Fundraiser to install a labyrinth in front
of the school.
As you know, we plan to do the project in two phases. The first phase is the preparation and installation
of the labyrinth. The estimated cost for this phase is
$30,000 and, thanks to your generous donations, we
have reached our first goal! We are in the final stages of permitting with the City of Victoria.
The second phase will include wooden benches and
plantings. The estimated cost for this phase is
$20,000 and we will complete it when the funds are
available.
Please go to the following link to make your donation: 40th Anniversary. When you are finished, a tax
receipt will automatically be sent to you. You are
also welcome to e-transfer a donation to accounting@selkirkmontessori.ca. Help us celebrate our
anniversary and make a difference at Selkirk Montessori School!
Very special thanks to the following corporate and
individual donors for their support:
Jawl Properties
Adax Management (Kees van Linden Tol)
Selkirk Parent Group
Amabel De Lara and family
Dodd’s Furniture & Mattress
Shmunk Gatt Smith & Associates
Megson Fitzpatrick Insurance
Stan Garlick
Amandeep Pabla
Akomi Wellness Inc.
Dina Wood
Sally Stan Garlick
Catherine Scorey
Zen Therani
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Adriana Alvear
Ah Shar Maya
Alicia & David Shively
Amalia Colussi
Amanda Provan
Amandeep Pabla
Amy Noonan
Anastasia Cyprus
Andrea Harbeck
Angie Bull
Angie Huang
Angus Forsyth
Arezoo Zamany
Barbara McDavid
Brenda Stoppell
Cara Jay
Carla Green
Carlo Castillo
Carmelle Hermoso
Catherine Gamroth
Catherine McClarty
Cheryl Brown
Cheyenne Perrin
Christine Block
David Coney
Derek Fedoryshyn
Derrick Newhook
Dr. Leachman Inc.
Erin Hayes
Ferdinand Castillo
Georgeann Glover
Jasmine Myhill-Jones
Jason Pires
Jean Thompson
Jennifer Simair
Jennifer Stewart
Jiang Tan
Joanne Kaban
Katherine Hellner
Jody Levins
Jossie Lee
Julie Chamberlain
Karma Wolski
Kate McKenzie
Katherine Hellner
Kristin Fleming
Lara Engst

Jose Lim
Karl Pires
Katrina Lim
Kevin McGillivray
Laila Pires
Lillian Barei
Lisbet Rygnestad
Lorena Miklenic
Lorien Hammond
Marcus Fedoruk
Rich Poulin
Mari Danice de Lara
Marie Sykes
Matthew Humphrey
Natasha Reed
Newhook Family
Nicole Pan
Novie Dodd
Paul Whittaker
Penny Barner
Rich Poulin
Richard Anthony
Sandra Martel
Sarah Pugh
Sarah van Toorn
Sasha Blinova
SPG
Serena Pires
Simon Owen
Stella Castillo
Susan Eddy
Tanya Tan
Viktor Dyakur
Trevor Walker
Vivian Chenard
Wenlong Xu
We have also
received a number
of anonymous
donations. You
know who you are!
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November 2021 Photo Gallery

November was such a busy month!
Taking a walk around the school is
always such a pleasure. Children are
engaged, they are learning and having
fun. Our Cormorant students created
some wonderful hand art for you to
enjoy.

Hand knitting
is happening in
the Orca class,
with many
students participating.
(photos below)

Rain, rain go
away! It was
a very wet
recess, but
that didn’t
stop the
children from
having fun on
the playground.
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Spirit Day—Twin Day!

Our leadership students are
working on Spirit days this
year for the school. Our first
one was Twin Day! We had
some intentional twins and
some accidental twins on the
day. All in all, it was a great
success.

We’ve
Got
Spirit!
Yes
We
Do!
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Kudos to all the staff members who worked hard on
their costumes/outfits! You ROCKed it!!
S E L KI R K M O N T E S S O R I S C H O O L E- N E W S L E T T E R

Selkirk Parent Group (SPG) Update
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Book Fair—November 2021
This year, we saw the triumphant return of the Scholastic Book Fair
in the school gym for the first time since October 2019.
This feat could not have been pulled off without the tireless efforts of
students from the Kingfisher classroom. They came down for Storytime with the KP classes and to help out as cashiers before, during
and after school. There were even a few times that they magically
showed up in busy moments when I needed them most.
Having almost restored the Book Fair to its former glory, the one
thing missing was inviting our Selkirk families in to share in the
fun. With this new sense of independence (and the opportunity to
shop at school!) we were not sure how this would go with the students. To our amazement and delight, it was a huge success! I saw
students jumping in to offer money to a peer in need of another 25
cents (even those they had never really met), kids buying each other
gifts just because and various other acts of generosity. I even overheard a student sharing her
wisdom of shopping with a friend that she "shouldn't buy it unless she really loves it".
I know some people have strong views about the toys, erasers and
manipulative marketing that inevitably accompany these events, but
my jaded Grinch-y heart grew 6 sizes seeing the sheer delight on the
face of a grade 1 student who got the last avocado eraser. All of those
treats added up, and we sold over $7000.00 worth of merchandise! I
believe this is one of the highest grossing fairs ever, and it translates
into roughly $1700.00 dollars towards books for the library and classrooms. So, thank you!
Thank you for giving into the magic that the Book Fair has to offer and
for trusting your children to conduct themselves responsibly and with
decorum. They did you proud.
Thank you for your support and for reading with your kids,
Bree
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Very special
thanks to Bree
and our dear
Karma for all
their hard
work. It was
so exciting to
have the book
fair back!
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Outdoor Education—Cormorants and Seastars

Our local waterways and conservation have been the central themes of the middle
school outdoor education program this term.
Classes hiked the Douglas Creek and Witty’s Lagoon watersheds earlier this term.
Students had a hands on experience during the watershed model presentation at the
Gorge Waterway Nature House.
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Outdoor Education—Cormorants and Seastars (cont’d)

While kayaking the Gorge, students got to see and experience the value of a clean
waterway. Volunteering at the Banfield Community Gardens and developing personal
conservation goals have helped empower students to become environmental stewards.
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2970 Jutland Road
Victoria, BC V8T 5K2
250-384-3414 (tel)
250-384-3420 (fax)
penny@selkirkmontessori.ca

We can make a difference.

www.selkirkmontessori.ca

Our Marmots are ROCKing the halls with a message of Respect,
Open Mindedness, Communication, Kindness and Success!

Dates to Remember
•
•

•

•
•

•

December 17—Winter Concert
December 17—Last day before
winter break
January 4—First day back after
winter break
January 10-14—KP Observations
January 20—Open House/
Transition Night (more details to
come)
January 31st—Re-registration deadline
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Selkirk Montessori
School is located on the
traditional territories of
the Lək̓ʷəŋən people,
today known as the
Esquimalt and Songhees
Nations. We extend our
appreciation for the
opportunity to live and
learn on this territory.
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